ROTARY ALUMNI
(30 minutes)


RELEVANCE: Clubs and districts have an opportunity to use grants for scholarships and other programs. In turn, scholars and program alumni are a great resource for club events, projects, and membership.
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· Best for discussing topics participants know
· Discussion guided by a trainer to keep talks on topic and make sure everyone has a chance to speak
· Activity for participants to apply the ideas being discussed
· Seating arranged in a U shape (maximum group size: 30)
	

 


Learning objectives
At the end of this session, participants should be able to:
· Identify Rotary alumni 
· Understand how to engage program alumni in Rotary activities
Before the session
· Review the speaking points, discussion questions, and activities offered, and plan your session.
· Decide whether you will use the PowerPoint template provided and develop slides (you can get help from the Rotary Foundation Basics course in the Learning Center), or use a flip chart or white board. 
· Encourage participants to bring business cards to the session. 
· Choose an activity based on the needs, interests, and skill level of your participants.
· Consider any relevant district or regional issues.
· Make sure you have the materials you need.
· Review the resources listed below.
Resources
· Alumni page on My Rotary
· How to use the Program Participants and Alumni report
· Alumni discussion group to reconnect and share memories
· Reconnect alumni newsletter
During the session
· Welcome participants and introduce yourself. 
· Review the learning objectives. 
· Highlight these key messages: 
· Clubs and districts have a valuable resource in Rotary alumni. 
· Rotary alumni are past participants in programs including:
· Interact and Rotaract
· Rotary Youth Exchange
· Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA)
· Rotary Peace Fellowships
· Rotary Scholarships (funded by district grants or global grants)
· Vocational training teams
· Ambassadorial Scholarships
· Alumni can support current program participants or offer their professional talents for club and district activities. 
· Your district alumni chair can help you connect with local alumni.
· Engage alumni through social and speaking events, and service projects. 
· Reach out to active alumni, asking them to contribute to the Foundation, join a club, or start a new club.
· Use these discussion questions to get the conversation going:
· Who are Rotary’s alumni?
· Do you know of any Rotary alumni in your club? District?
· How can alumni tell Rotary’s story in your community?
· How can you maintain alumni’s interest in Rotary activities? 
· Does your club approach alumni as potential donors or members?
· Lead one of the activities below. Explain the logistics of the activity. 
· At the end of the session:
· Take questions from participants.
· Highlight key resources and where to find them.
· Review the learning objectives to make sure they’ve been achieved.
· Ask participants to write down one idea they’ll use from the session.


Activities
Choose an activity:
1. Purpose: Exchange ideas on how to find and engage alumni
· Allow 15 minutes for this activity.
· Ask participants to form small groups. 
· Assign a topic for each group to discuss (if groups are limited, you may assign each group a second topic). The topics:
· Inviting alumni to participate in Rotary events
· Finding alumni who live in your community
· Maintaining contact with alumni after they finish their studies
· Engaging alumni to participate in Rotary activities
· Have each group list ideas for achieving the goal in their assigned topic.
· Ask each group to report the ideas they discussed. 
2. Purpose: Suggest ideas on the potential benefits of alumni joining Rotary
· Allow 15 minutes for this activity.
· Ask participants to form small groups. 
· Ask participants to consider how they’d describe to alumni the benefits of joining a Rotary club.
· Have each group list at least five benefits of alumni joining a Rotary club. 
· Ask each group to report the benefits they discussed.
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